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PERIOD 1: THE AGE OF JESUS AND 
THE APOSTLES (6 BC-AD 70)  

A.  AWAY WITH THE KING: THE JESUS MOVEMENT 

1.  Jesus and the Church  

a)  Birth of Jesus ( 4/ 6 BC) . 

b)  Jesus and His Church (Matt. 16:13 -18) . 

c)  Jesusô ascension (Acts 1:4-15) . 

2.  The New Covenant  

a)  Prophesied by Jeremiah (Jer. 31:33 -34).  

b)  The Last Supper (Luke 22:19; 1 Cor. 11:25).  

B. WINESKINS OLD AND NEW: THE GOSPEL TO THE GENTILES 

1.  Christianity and Judaism  

a)  Christianity and Judaism clashed over how the Old Testament was to be 

interpreted.  

b)  Judaism interpreted the Old Testament to be a system of strict obedience to 

the law ðChristianity interpreted it to point to the Messiah . 

c)  Jesus himself hinted that there would be a breach when the new covenant 

came  (Matt. 9:1 -17) ðthe old wineskins (OT) could not contain the new wine 

(NT).  

2.  Pentecost  

a)  Pentecost  took place 50 days after the Passover (Acts 2:1 -11) .1 

b)  Joelôs prophesied  of the com ing of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28) . 

c)  Peterôs explained the meaning of what happened  (Acts 2:14 -40).  

d)  In response to Peterôs message, about 3,000 accepted Je sus as Savior and 

were baptized (Acts 2:41 -47).  

                                           
1
 Pentecost is derived from the Greek name for  Shavuot , one of the three Pilgrimage Festivals  required in the Law 

of Moses . It is described mainly i n Leviticus 23:5 -21  and Deuteronomy 16:8 -10 . As in Leviticus the Pesah 
(Passover) begins "in the fourteenth day of the first month  (14 Aviv ) at even", and the next day begi ns "the 
feast of unleavened bread  unto the Lord" which lasts for seven days (servile work being prohibited). This 
celebration also marks the beginning of ha rvest activities (in a Mediterranean climate ), therefore "a sheaf of the 
firstfruits " of t he harvest will be waved  by the priest before Yahweh  "on the morrow after the sabbath ".  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shalosh_regalim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of_Moses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of_Moses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of_Moses
http://php.ug.cs.usyd.edu.au/~jnot4610/bibref.php?book=%20Leviticus&verse=23:5-21&src=KJV
http://php.ug.cs.usyd.edu.au/~jnot4610/bibref.php?book=%20Deuteronomy&verse=16:8-10&src=KJV
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pesah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quartodeciman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aviv
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_unleavened_bread
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_climate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_fruits
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wave_offering
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yahweh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabbath_in_Christianity
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¶ They devoted themselves to the apostlesô teaching, fellowship, breaking of 

bread, and to prayer.  

¶ They did this every day, filled with awe, and praising God.  

¶ God added to their number.  

¶ This is how the church began.  

3.  The Hellenists  

a)  Christianity experienced a rapid growth ðm any converts were Hellenist 2 Jews 

who h ad come from all parts of the Roman Empire to settle in Jerusalem.  

b)  Hellenist Jews spoke Greek and used the Greek version of the OT, called the 

Septuagint.  

c)  Hellenist Jews clashed with Palestinian Jews. Hellenists felt that their widows 

were being overlooked  in the church welfare system. To resolve the matter, 

deacons 3 were appointed for the first time.  

d)  Stephen, the first martyr.  

¶ Stephen, was chosen to be one of the first deacons (Acts 6:5) .  

¶ He did many wonders and signs (Acts 6:8) . 

¶ Opposition from Jews grew (Acts 6:9 -12) .  

¶ He proclaims the gospel (Acts 7:1 -56) .  

¶ He is stoned to death in AD 36 (Acts 7:57 -60) .  

4.  The Apostle Paul   

a)  His opposition to the church (Acts 8:3).  

b)  His conversion (Acts 9:1 -22).  

c)  Became the mission ary to the Gentiles (Acts 18:6)  

5.  The Decline of J erusalem (AD 64 -70)  

a)  The second Temple was  completed in AD 64.  

b)  Thousands of laborers now out of work ðgeneral discontent grows.  

c)  The Jewish Wars  

¶ The Great Revolt (66 -73).  The first Jewish -Roman War , sometimes called 

The Great Revolt, was the first of three major rebellions by the Jews of 

Iudaea Province  against the Roman Empire  (the second was the Kitos War  

in 115 ï117 , the third was Bar Kokhba's  revolt , 132 ï135 ).  

¶ Jerusalem and the Temple destroyed  (70) . The Great Revolt  began in the 

year 66, stemming from Greek and Jewish religious tension. It ended 

when legions  under Titus  besieged and destroyed Jerusalem , looted and 

burned Herod's Temple  (in the year 70 ) and Jewish strongholds (notably 

Gamla  in 67  and Masada  in 73 ), and enslaved  or massacred  a large part of 

the Jewish population.  

                                           
2 Hellenist: one in Hellenistic times who adopted the Greek language and culture, especially a Jew of the Diaspora  

3
 Deacons ( dia,konoi diakonoi)  meaning ñservantsò or ñministers.ò 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish-Roman_wars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iudaea_Province
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kitos_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/115
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/117
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bar_Kokhba%27s_revolt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/132
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/135
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_legion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Titus

