APPLICATION
1) Mind your mind (Rom. 12:2; Ps. 119:11, 104).

2) Limit your opportunities (Gen. 39:12).
3) Exercise self-control (Gal. 5:22-23; Job 31:1).

4) Resist the enemy with the full armor of God (Jas. 4:7; Eph.
6:10-18).

5) Obtain forgiveness (1 John 1:9; 2:1).
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Temptation: The War
Q Within

“l can resist everything except temptation” (Oscar Wilde)

“Life is temptation. It pursues us through childhood, adolescence,
adulthood, old age, and senility—right up to the gates of heaven. It
entices us at work and play. It intrudes into our thoughts, our
dreams, and even into our prayers. ‘Temptations to sin are sure to
come,’ Jesus said.” (David Roper, Growing Slowly Wise, Building
Faith That Counts). ”

LESSON GOALS
® To explore the biblical aspects of temptation.
® To examine some misconceptions regarding temptations.

® To derive practical applications from Scripture.

JAMES 1:13-15

13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; * but
each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged
away and enticed. '° Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth
to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.” (NIV)

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND FURTHER STUDY

1) How would you define “temptation”?

2) Is it asin to be tempted? (Heb. 4:15)



3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

9)

What is the danger of thinking that temptation is a sin?

Does God ever tempt us to sin? (Jas.1:13).

In what two ways is God involved in our temptations? (1 Cor.

10:13)

What is it that makes us vulnerable to temptation?
(Jas.1:14)

At what point does a temptation turn into a sin? (Jas. 1:15)

But didn’t Jesus say our very thoughts are sin? (Matt. 5:28)

How does Satan exploit our evil desires? (Gen. 3:1-6)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

What did Adam and Eve do when they gave in to the first
temptation? (Gen. 3:12-13)

If we do the same thing, how will this affect the “testing of
our faith” (Jas. 1:3)?

When are we the most vulnerable to temptation?

How did Joseph respond to temptation? (Gen. 39:12)

How did Jesus respond to Satan’s temptations? (Matt. 4:1-
11)
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